Police: College
student struck
officer with car
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A college student pleaded
not gulley to several charges
élﬂlﬁdara{l?r msthorities said

1¢ hit an Wiathury palice

olficer who was inwni.g:ﬂung a
crash and drove away before a
Civilian witness chased him
dowmn.

A judpe rebeated Benjamin
Zavala, 1% of Uniondale, on his
own recognizapce after his
Hempstead Dastnct Coxird &r-
raignment on - misdemeanor
charges of leaving the scens of
a crash imvolving injury, reck-
less endanpermend, asssult ansd
reckless drivimge

The alleged hit-amd-mun at
about 6 am Wednesday near
the intersection of Glen Cove
and LU Willers roads in Old
Wieathary left Oiflcer Matthew
Martines with bead, neck and
hack imjuries, according o
oourt recards,

Police said the officer sui-
fered serious but not lfe-threat-
caing imjuries and an amba-
lance took him to NYL Lape

LONG ISLAND

Not-guilty plea in
alleged hit-and-run

E;-nr Hospital-Long Island be-
e bee v &

e 3 admétted for ereat-
“There's plenty of mitipari
factofs, Your Homar ag-.l-:hn'ig
FI:TWEI_HEIE Moz, sad Jur-

G NS Chient's errasgnment,

The difense lawyer sald
after coum that his clent. a
saphomore at New York Insti-
b aff Techmologry whs bag mae
erimninal record, was heading
o work at the time of the
cragh,

O behall of my cliest, we
pray Ior his recovery”™ Moza
faid of the i.niun:?: nificer
“There was abhzolmely s s
tent wiatsoever by my client oo
do any harm.*

The Mineoly atto sald
Zavals “paniched” after his pas-
senger sugpested thet Lavala's
Missan Rogue may hive hit
someone and then he pulled
over al 3 sEation.

“He dide' realize ghat there
was @ hit,” Moza added of his
cllent. =[x was very e

“Thee hit-and-run took place as
the officer was inmrlhsﬂns A
separalie singhe-car crash ikaf o=
carred at 515 nm. near the inter-
wection, according e Okl West=
bury Det. Bdward Kehos J&

Witness Lenny Rivera, 33, of
South Richmond Hill, cwned
the vehicle izrvolved in the ear-
Lier erash and had arrived at the
scene in a separate 1:'cI1||:|! b
fore stopping in the right sorth-

bound Bane of Glen Cove Bosd
accordies o authorites

Taala wis driving cro
actnEd the intersection in his
2000 Misan Rogue when bis
front passe wde mirror snd
window hit the cificer after the
motoeist tried to change Lanes ta
avaid siriking Rivera's wehiche,
ofr records say

“Thi alficer looked like he
few theough the air about seven
to eight feet” Jerry Rivera, 5%
Lenmy®s uncle asd o fellow crash
witnesd, wiode later in & mate-
menit he gave palice,

Affer  sinddng  Martines,
Zarrala didn't stop Bis vebicls or
call 7 and comtizoed driving
nomnbbound on Glem Cove
Road, aecordisg ko police,

That's when Lenoy Rbvera
= i s umele — pot inco his
vehicle amd bepan following
Zavala, honkieg the horn amd
directing him 1o pull over
which Zavala ultamately did a1
the 76 gas station on Glen
Cove Bosd im Roslyn Helghes,
according 1o allepations in
court reconds.

I ju in my HNisgan Al-
tima and followed the red Mis.
sam ithat strock tho aificer. T was
able to wave the driver down®
Lenny Bivera =aid later im a
statement be gave polbcoe,

His stalemsent aled said the
Rogue's driver tald him afker
stapping that “he wanted to
leave and drive back 1o the loca-

tiom that be prrack something ”
Hux whe Queens man reported
that be todd Zavala to stay
wiwre he wis and then stead
Bext bo the Bogue until police

Police arrested Zavals ap ihe
Eas sation

Zavala's W-wear-old fRiESEn.

E;whn Wi commuting with

1o thels Glen Head work-

sald in g police statemes

k “could npa B
in the dark, but that he
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Zawala “hit 3 pedestriaa® nd
that be'd told him 10 siop #




